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Related GCRO research theme:    
Changing Social Fabric 

This vignette provides a breakdown of students in Gauteng by income. It shows that only 2% of students are from households earning 
above R600 000 a year. About 20% of students belong to the so-called ‘missing middle’, while three quarters are eligible for NSFAS 
funding. Whereas the top 2% are generally better o� than all other students (e.g. less likely to have debt or be worried), the missing middle 
have much in common with NSFAS-eligible students. Students from the missing middle are the least likely to have participated in protests.
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White
African

Missing middle (NSFAS definition) 
Household income between
 R10 000 & R33 333/month

Indian/Asian
Coloured

More than R51 200

R25 601 - R51 200

R12 801 - R25 600

R6 401 - R12 800

R3 201 - R6 400

R801 - R3 200

R1 - R800

No income
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PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS PER HOUSEHOLD INCOME BAND
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Data is for respondents in GCRO’s 2015 Quality of Life Survey who are categorisable as students


